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DETAILED ACTION 

Preliminary Amendment 

1. Applicant's preliminary amendment filed on 10/31/2007 has been entered. In the 
preliminary amendment, Claims 8-10, 16-20 were cancelled. Claims 1-7, 11-15 are 
now pending. 

Specification 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 3, 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

4. Regarding Claim 3, the claim recites the limitation "connected in parallel." 
However, applicant's specification does not define what "connected in parallel" exactly 
means. Therefore, the claim language is insufficient for determining the applicant's 
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intent. Examiner will construe this as meaning the communication terminals are 
connected. 

5. Regarding Claim 4, the claim recites the limitation "connected in series." 
However, applicant's specification does not define what "connected in series" exactly 
means. Therefore, the claim language is insufficient for determining the applicant's 
intent. Examiner will construe this as meaning the communication terminals are 
connected. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 1-4, 11, 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Aboulhosn et al (US 6,938,042). Hereinafter Aboulhosn. 

7. Regarding Claim 1, Aboulhosn disclosed: 

a. A data management system, comprising: a first communication 



terminal including (abstract); 
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b. a first content data storage which stores a first content data 
(Column 2, Lines 1-5 state that a folder at each member contains a file); 

c. a first related data storage which stores a first related data 
corresponding to the first content data (Column 2, Lines 7-10 state that a virtual file that 
contains information about the file itself is stored); 

d. a second communication terminal including: a second content data 
storage which stores a second content data (Column 5, Lines 1-25 state that there is a 
second member terminal that is connected to the first member); 

e. a second related data storage which stores the first related data 
received from the first communication terminal through a network and a second related 
data corresponding to the second content data (Column 2, Lines 35-41 state that 
whenever metadata is changed for a file, the update is sent to all the members). 

8. Regarding Claim 2, the limitations of Claim 1 have been addressed. Aboulhosn 
disclosed: 

a. the first communication terminal updates the first related data 
based upon receiving a related data from the other communication terminal (Column 2, 
Lines 35-41 state that the second terminal updates the metadata for the file after 
receiving a notification from the file owner); 

b. the first communication terminal sends the updated first related 
data to the second communication terminal as an upper level communication terminal 
connected to the first communication terminal (Column 2, Lines 35-41 states that the file 
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owner sends the updated metadata to all the other members, who then update the 
metadata associated with their corresponding file); 

c. the second communication terminal updates the second related 
data stored in the second related data storage based upon the updated first related data 
from the first communication terminal, whereby the other related data stored in the other 
communication terminal is stored in the first communication terminal, as well as in the 
second communication terminal (Column 2, Lines 10-20 state that the owner of the file 
stores a copy of the file as do the other members of the group. When any of the 
metadata for the files are updated, the update is sent across the group). 

9. Regarding Claim 3, the limitations of Claim 1 have been addressed. Aboulhosn 
disclosed: 

a. wherein the first communication terminal includes a plurality of 
communication terminals connected in parallel to the second communication terminal 
through the network (Column 2, Lines 1-20 show that the terminals communicate with 
each other by sending updates and content back and forth. Due to this, the terminals 
are connected). 

10. Regarding Claim 4, the limitations of Claim 1 have been addressed. Aboulhosn 
disclosed: 

a. wherein: the first communication terminal includes a plurality of 
communication terminals connected in series to the second communication terminal 
through the network (Column 2, Lines 1-20 show that the terminals communicate with 
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each other by sending updates and content back and forth. Due to this, the terminals 
are connected). 

1 1 . Regarding Claim 1 1 , Aboulhosn disclosed: 

a. a content data storage to store content data (Column 2, Lines 1-5 
state that a folder at each member contains a Hie); 

b. a related data storage to store the related data corresponding to the 
content data (Column 2, Lines 7-10 state that a virtual file that contains information 
about the file itself is stored); 

c. a communication section to send and receive the related data with 
other communication terminals (Column 2, Lines 35-41 state that whenever metadata is 
changed for a file, the update is sent to all the members); 

d. a control section to control the communication section wherein: the 
control section, when the other communication terminal is connected to the 
communication terminal, updates the related data stored in the related data storage, 
and transmits the updated related data to an upper level communication terminal by 
controlling the communication section (Column 2, Lines 35-41 state that whenever 
metadata is changed for a file, the update is sent to all the members). 

12. Regarding Claim 12, the limitations of Claim 1 1 have been addressed. 
Aboulhosn disclosed: 

a. wherein: the control section includes a dependence information 
memory section to store information whether or not the another communication terminal 
is connected to the communication terminal (Column 2, Lines 47-67 state that the group 
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owner maintains who is online (connected) and how is offline (not connected) when 
sending out the updated metadata messages). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claims 5-7, 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Aboulhosn in view of Gross (US 2002/0148343). 

14. Regarding Claim 5, the limitations of Claim 1 have been addressed. Aboulhosn 
disclosed: 

a. a communication between the first communication terminal and the 
second communication terminal (Column 2, Lines 1-20 show that the terminals 
communicate with each other by sending updates and content back and forth. Due to 
this, the terminals are connected). 

Aboulhosn did not explicitly disclose: 

b. communication is performed by wireless connections. 



However, Gross disclosed: 
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c. communication is performed by wireless connections (Paragraph 
26 states that the transmitting device establishes a wireless or wired peer to peer 
connection with one or more receiving devices). 

d. The utilization of the readily available wireless connection of Gross 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art in view of the teachings of 
Aboulhosn since all the claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in 
the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known methods with no 
change in their respective functions. The combination would have yielded nothing more 
than predictable results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, for 
example, to enable peer to peer sharing across a larger distance. 

15. Regarding Claim 6, the limitations of Claim 1 have been addressed. Aboulhosn 
disclosed: 

a. a communication between the first communication terminal and the 
second communication terminal (Column 2, Lines 1-20 show that the terminals 
communicate with each other by sending updates and content back and forth. Due to 
this, the terminals are connected). 

Aboulhosn did not explicitly disclose: 

b. communication is performed by wired connections. 
However, Gross disclosed: 

c. communication is performed by wired connections (Paragraph 26 
states that the transmitting device establishes a wireless or wired peer to peer 
connection with one or more receiving devices). 
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d. The utilization of the readily available wired connection of Gross 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art in view of the teachings of 
Aboulhosn since all the claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in 
the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known methods with no 
change in their respective functions. The combination would have yielded nothing more 
than predictable results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, for 
example, to enable a more stable connection. 
16. Regarding Claim 7, Aboulhosn disclosed: 

a. a group of a plurality of communication terminals connected with 
each other (Column 2, Lines 1-20 show that the terminals communicate with each other 
by sending updates and content back and forth. Due to this, the terminals are 
connected); 

b. a browsing communication terminal to be connected to one 
communication terminal of the group, wherein: the browsing communication terminal is 
connected to an uppermost level communication terminal of the group through the one 
communication terminal and a communication terminal between the one communication 
terminal and the uppermost level communication terminal (Figure 1, Column 4 Lines 1-5 
state that the members have a shared folder that displays all the shared files of a 
certain group); 

c. the browsing communication terminal retrieves a related data 
corresponding to a desired content data from the related data stored in the uppermost 
communication terminal to identify a communication terminal of the group which stores 



Application/Control Number: 10/588,367 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2443 

the desired content data (Column 2, Lines 10-20 state that the when a file is requested, 
the file sharing system detects the access and requests that the file owner provide a 
copy of the file to the accessing member on a peer to peer basis); 

d. the browsing communication terminal communicates with the 
identified communication terminal to receive the desired content data (Column 2, Lines 
10-20 state that the when a file is requested, the file sharing system detects the access 
and requests that the file owner provide a copy of the file to the accessing member on a 
peer to peer basis). 

Aboulhosn did not explicitly disclose: 

e. playing back the desired content data. 
However, Gross disclosed: 

f. playing back the desired content data (Paragraph 44 states that the 
device can play the file that was received/stored). 

g. The utilization of the readily available play back function of Gross 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art in view of the teachings of 
Aboulhosn since all the claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in 
the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known methods with no 
change in their respective functions. The combination would have yielded nothing more 
than predictable results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, for 
example, to enable the user to listen or view the media they just transferred. 

17. Regarding Claim 13, Aboulhosn disclosed: 
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a. a related data storage to store related data corresponding to a 
content data (Column 2, Lines 7-10 state that a virtual file that contains information 
about the file itself is stored); 

b. an input section to input retrieval information of the desired content 
data for browsing (Column 2, Lines 15-20 states that a when a member accesses a file, 
the file sharing system detects the access and requests that the file owner provide a 
copy of the file. To do this, the requesting member must be able to input or select what 
file they want to transfer over); 

c. a related data retrieval section to retrieve the related data stored in 
the related data storage based on the retrieval information (Column 2, Lines 15-20 
states that a when a member accesses a file, the file sharing system detects the access 
and requests that the file owner provide a copy of the file. To do this, the requesting 
member must be able to input or select what file they want to transfer over. After the file 
transfer, the metadata is updated accordingly); 

Aboulhosn did not explicitly disclose: 

d. a browsing section to browse the content data corresponding to 
related data retrieved by the related data retrieval section. 

However, Gross disclosed: 

e. a browsing section to browse the content data corresponding to 
related data retrieved by the related data retrieval section (Paragraph 44 states that the 
device can playback (browse) the transferred file). 
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f. The utilization of the readily available browsing section of Gross 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art in view of the teachings of 
Aboulhosn since all the claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in 
the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known methods with no 
change in their respective functions. The combination would have yielded nothing more 
than predictable results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, for 
example, to enable the user to listen or view the media they just transferred. 

18. Regarding Claim 14, Aboulhosn disclosed: 

a. a related data storage to store related data corresponding to a 
content data (as discussed in Claim 13); 

b. an input section to input retrieval information of the desired content 
data for browsing (as discussed in Claim 13); 

c. a related data retrieval section to retrieve the related data stored in 
the related data storage based on the retrieval information (as discussed in Claim 13); 

d. a browsing section to browse the content data corresponding to 
related data retrieved by the related data retrieval section (as discussed in Claim 13); 

e. a communication section to receive the content data and the 
related data through a network (as discussed in Claim 11); 

f. and a control section to control the communication of the content 
data based on the retrieved related data (as discussed in Claim 11). 

19. Regarding Claim 15, the limitations of Claim 13 have been addressed. 
Aboulhosn disclosed: 
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a. connects by peer-to-peer to a communication terminal to store the 
content data through the network (Column 2, Lines 15-20 states that a when a member 
accesses a file, the file sharing system detects the access and requests that the file 
owner provide a copy of the file. To do this, the requesting member must be able to 
input or select what file they want to transfer over. After the file transfer, the metadata is 
updated accordingly); 

Aboulhosn did not explicitly disclose: 

b. a browsing section. 
However, Gross disclosed: 

c. a browsing section (Paragraph 44 states that the device is able to 
play back the transferred files). 

d. The utilization of the readily available browsing section of Gross 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art in view of the teachings of 
Aboulhosn since all the claimed elements were known in the prior art and one skilled in 
the art could have combined the elements as claimed by known methods with no 
change in their respective functions. The combination would have yielded nothing more 
than predictable results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention, for 
example, to enable the user to listen or view the media they just transferred. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to STEVEN C. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 
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(571)270-5663. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday 
with alternating Friday 7:30AM - 5:00PM, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tonia Dollinger can be reached on (571) 272-4170. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/S.C.N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2443 
08/13/2009 

/Tonia LM Dollinger/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2443 



